gt UONGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { _ Rerorr
ot Sgssion : No. 92-268

“WESDING TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE, T0O BROADEN THE AU-
RORITY OF THE SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS
10 SETTLE CERTAIN ADMIRALTY CLAIMS ADMINISTRATIVELY. AND
yoR OTHER PURPOSES , :
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Jt’xé’i 1971, —Conmmnitted to the Commiittee of the Whole House on the State
L of the Union and ordered to be printed :

Mz, Dononve, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
T submnitted the following

REPORT

{4 To accompany H.R. 85497

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
ULB: 8549), to amend title 10, United States Code, to broaden the
atthority of the Secretaries of the military departments to settle cer-
tun admiralty claims administratively, and for other purposes. hav-
g eangidered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment
nd recommend that the bill do pass.

: < :
A PURPOSE

S

. The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend sections 4802,
\‘62‘-)« 9802 of title 10, section 646 of title 14 of the United States Code,
24 saetion 9 of the Suits in Admiralty Act so as to provide authority
Hriheadministrative settlement of admiralty claims which might give
;‘*,‘%;wm withiii the full range of admiralty jurisdiction now exist-
'® Mthe Federal courts under the Suits in Admiralty Act. The bill
:?Sl further amend those sections to authorize each Secretary to
‘.e;cl@lms for salvage and towage of property other than and in
Hon'to vessels under the jurisdiction of his department.
e bill would amend sections 4804, 7365, and 9804 of title 10 to
- uk.a Secretary of a military departmert to settle claims by the
: tates for salvage service other than, and in addition to sal-
tiney %ervices rendered to vessels. Sections 4804 and 9804 are also
“ththe ;‘:’{3;@0 authorize the Secretary of the Army and the Secretary
iteg {ntll‘ Force to delegate the authority to settle such claims as lim-
Hangie £Se sections, so that their authority will be brought into sub-

.ﬁmp?m?%qonformity with that of the Secretary of the Navy in this
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The. proposed legislation. \\onld ‘delete’ from’ the Armv -ands
Force settlement sections present wording to the effect. that the
ment authority of the Seerctary (-m\ceuwd is inder the directid
the Secretary of Defense. The Sccretary of Defense has this authg
W lthout specific pm\ iSIOH in these |)dltl(‘ll|dl S0 Lthllb

I A\ALYSIS 01‘ THE BILL '

Section 1.—Scction 1 of the blll s compos«‘d ot eight. numb
paragraphs. Paragraph (1) amcnds subsection (a) of sectlon 4802701
title 10, The section headmrr is amended to read’ "Admu‘llty clai
against the United States,” to better reflect the full scope of the
tion. In the body. of the snbscctmn the word “admiralty” is! mse
prior to the word "(Imms to describe the claims” ¢overed by‘ Y
subsection: Paragraph (1) of the subsection.now provides authotity
for the avttlvnwnt of admiralty claims foi damage caused by ves
of the Army. and it is amended by fhe bill to add authout} for settle-
‘ment of admiralty. claims for dammm ciused “by’ other prope
“under thie jurisdietion of the Army. * Par: agraph, (°) of the subsecti
now provides authority to settle claims for compensation for ¢
or snlvage service rend fered Ar my vessels, and it-is amended byt
fo add authm ity “to settle claims for towage and salvzme semce

-vendered to other property under Army jur mdlctlon A new: p

graph (3) is-added to authorize settlement of admiralty claims’ bw
on damage eansed by-a marvitime tort committed bv any agen /
employee, Cof the, Department of the Avmy or by pxopelt\ undef®
junisdiction of the Department of the Army,

Paragraph (2) of section 1 of the bill veflects the ch‘nme mad
the seetion heading of section 4802 by providing for an fxmendm
the chapter (uml\sxs of chaptm .)1 of htlo 10 msortm«r the
language,

P‘u.wtuph (%) of see tmn 1 of the bill amvnds sectmn 4804 by
vising the existing language and designating’ it ‘subsection’ (a’
.\ddm;_r anew subsochon (b) The pwsont lmwmge authorizes;
Secretary of the Army to settle claims of the Umtod States for sa]v
~services performed by the Army “for any vessel.” The «mendmen
to broaden the authority by a/deletion of the words “for : any vessel
so that the authority will not be limited only to claimis for sal
vessels but may 'ﬂso cover claims involving the salvage of ather.profd
erty. New par(urmph (b) of secetion’ 4804 added bv the bill 'Woyd
anthorize the Secretary of the Ar my to delegate his authority undail
‘subsection (a) when the amount to be mcm\ od b\ thc Umted
.18 not. more than $10,000. -

Paragraph (4) of section 1 of the bill .mwndb §00t10n 7365
10 concerning settlement of claims by the United Stated for sa
services . rendered by the Depaltment of the Navy “to any
by deleting those words. This is a parallel amendment to the
mvnts nml\.nu the same deletion from sections 4804 and 9804 ¢
ing the Army and the Air Force, and sis has been’ noted. the pur
‘tq provide the author ity to settle such elaims will ine ude claims!
the'salvage of oﬂwl property inadditionto v essels:

P.mur: aph (5) of section 1 of .the bill amends subsectlon a)idlf
section "622 of title 10 concérning the Navy to. mclude paralléy

h




Biifizuage to that added to sectlon 4802 bw the bill. Again the words
aidadmiralty” are inserted prior to the word “claim” "to indicate the
t claims covered by the subsection. Paragraph (1) of the sub-
10N NOW concerning cl(ums for damage caused by a vessel in the
il service is amended-to cover claims c‘msod “% % * by other prop:.
tysunder the jurisdiction of the I)(-paltment of the Navy * *™*2,

X araomph (2).of subsection (a) of section 7622 concerning ¢laims for

nipuxsatlon for towage and salvage service rendered to a vessel in
naval service is amended to include ¢ laims for towage and salvage:
B e to “¥ * & othm plopmt\ under the jurisdiction of the Depalt-
ement-of the Navy # * *7, The bill adds a new paragraph (3) to the
gabsection prov iding the anthm ity to settle claims for damage caused
i maritime tort: committed by any agént or unp]oyee of the
artment of the Navy or by propext\ ‘under the jurisdiction of the
artment of the Navy.-

aragra.ph (6. (\men(ls subsection (a) of section. 9802 of tlt]e 10,
rsection heading is amended to read “Admiralty claims against.
United States” “to better reflect the full scope of the sechon In
fthe-body .of the subsection the word “admiralty” is inserted prior
to’;the word “claims” to describé the claims covered by the subsection.

Enmgl aph (1) of the subsection now provides authority for the.settle-

pment-of admiralty claims for. damage caused by vessels of the Air.
prce, and it is amended by the bill to provide. for settlement of
'dmu'alts claims for damage caused-“by ‘other property under the
diction of the Air Force?. Pammuph (2) of the subsection now
prov1des authority to settle cl‘ums for compensation: for towage or
salvage service rendered Air Force vessels, and it is amended by the
$hillito add authority to settle clainis for tows age and salvage service
gy
rendered to othier property under Air Force jurisdiction. A new para-
ph (3) is added to authorize settlement of admiralty claims based
Eonidamage caused by a maritime tort committed. by any agent or.
loyee of the Department of the -Air Force or by propetty nndm
O]UI‘Iad]ChOD of the Department ofthe Air Force,
atagraph (7) of section 1 of the bill reflects the change m‘\de to the
: mtlon heading of section 9802 by proy iding for an amendment to the
Eehapter analysis of chapter 951 of title 10 inserting the same language.
Paragraph (8)- of section 1 of the bill amends section (9804 by
pevising the existing langnage and designating it subsection (a) and
i _dmg a.new subeectlon (b) The pleqent lanmvwe authorizes the
g Sec ret‘lry of the Air Force to seftle claims of the ITnlted States for
lwge services performed by the Air Force “for any ‘vessel.” The
,endment is' to broaden the authority by a deletion of the words
'I\any vessel’” so that the authority will not be limited only to claims
Rlorsalvage of vessels but may also cover claims involving the salvage
ther property. New paragraph (b).of section 9804 added by the
ould authorize the- Qeorehuv of the-Air Force to delegate his
ority under subsection (a) when the imount to be Iecelved by the
ed Stafes is not ‘more than $10 000

lnnguaoe of section, 640 of title 14 of the. United Smtes (‘ode so that
¥ihe p’rovmons of that section will include parallel language for the
fettlement. of admiralty claims by the Secretary with authority over
il Coast Guard as is‘provided by the bill for the Secretaries of the
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military departments. The language also increases the mondiing
limitation fixed 'in the section from $25,000 to $100,000. The Sect;
heading of section 646 and the item in the chapter (1n'1]ys1s of chapter
17 of title 14 are imended to use the same language used in connectl N
with sections 4802 and 9802 of title 10; that is, “Admxmlty c] aims
aginst the United States.” . 7
berhon 3.—Section 3 of the bill ‘lmends section 9 of the qct of Ma)
1920, the Suits in Admiralty Act (41 Stat. 527; 46 U.S.C:i

b\ striking the words “having control of the possession or opera.tlon‘ !
any merchant vessel”. Scction 9 of the Suits in Admiralty Act proihﬂes
for the settlement of admiralty claims which could be the subjectsiof
snits under sections 2,4, 7. and 10 of the act. The amendment hs ;
swme purpose as that pm\ ided in the bill'concerning the settlementiofs
ddnnll.llty claims by the military departments. md the Coast- Gua ke
and that'is to make'is possible for the interested departments to'sefili}
.ldnnmlr\ cl‘umb w hen the clann is of'a smL for which ]urlsdlctlomls

STATEMEN J

The bill II R. 8549 was introduced in accordance “with the res
mendations of an executive communication submitted to_the -Con;
by the Department of the Navy in behalf of the Department o
fense. The provisions of the bill are identical to a bill in the{r _
Congress, FLR. 16417, as it was reported by the committee and ﬁas?e&
by the House in that Congress.
. "The executive communication from the Department’ of the‘Na 3
pointed out that the purpose of this bill is to provide the Secreta_ Yiots
each militaty department and the department in which theConsfy
Guard is operating with authority to settle .1dnnm]ty claims for dan'y
ages caused by -personnel or property of his department, othe
and-in addition to damages caused bv vessels, The bill wail
anthorize each Secretary to settle claims for salvage and towng
property, other than and in addition to vessels, under the jurisdictiorsy
of his department. Further. the bill would enable the Secr: etary;o thel
Army and the Secretary of the Air"Force to delegate their ‘mthon' s
to settle affirmative claims for salvage services performed by{th
departments, bringing their statutory aunthority in this area int su
qhmh.ﬂ confor mltv with the ‘mthontv of the Secretfuv of the'Nav 177y

nnﬂml lt\ available to- ()H]El depfnrtment% under sechon 9 of the! S\p}p

in Admiralty Act, chapter 95, as amended (46:U.S.C. §749) to mcl 1)
dop.n tmontq not having control of the possessmn 'md ope1 fmon ofmér;

'17eq the qecnet‘ny of a mlht‘u’y depqrtment fmd the departm
which the Coast. Guard is operating to settle a claim agninst;iil
United States, within cértain monetary limits, for damage caused: by}
a vessel of his department (10 U.S.C. §§ 4802, 7622, 9802; 14 ‘H“:S (8
§646). He does not have authority to settle claims of an admlm]fy

nature for damages caused by his departmental agents or emploj]
or caused by property of his department other than vessels. ¢
ample, damage caused by naval longshoremen to a pmvately“,,, i
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ol or damage caused by an Army crane to a private vessel would
ome within the settlement authority of the Secretary concerned
the damage was not caused by a vessel. .
. ims based on damages caused by departmental agents or by prop-
aert yo'f a department fall within the admiralty ]ul‘lSdlCthll of the
_eml courts and suit 1s pelmltted in such cases under the Suits.in
miralty Act (46 U.S.C. §§ 41-752), however, the settlement au-
y found in sections 4802 and 9802 of title 10 is:limited to claims
damage caused by a vessel of, or in the service of” the Army in
Bthe'case of section 4802 or the Air Force under’ section 9802, Sectioii
Bi522 concerns the 2 \Lwy and the settlement authority under that sec-
s.Jimited to claims for “damage caused by a vessel in the naval
BCivice.” These sections are included in title 10 to provide the author-.
by for the expeditions settlement of admiralty claims.
iSettlements under: the authority of these-sections provide a m(:ans
: f“ﬁ‘\ ()ldlnﬂ‘ unnécessary.litigation. Settlement 6f this type also pro-
means of eliminating nnnecessar y delay and expense to both the
) ‘party and the (rm ernment. The. e\ocutl\e communication:
rotesithat the present law is deficient in that it is not possible to settle
Mlliclaims that are presently. cognizable under the Suits in Admiralty.
picticIn 1960 -the Suits in Admn‘lltv Act was amended to clarify the:
’unsdlctlon of the district courts in'these very situations. The.1960
amendment, added by the Act of September 13, 1960 {Public. Law
70, sec. "3, T4 Stat: 912), amended” section” 2 of ‘the Suits in
mlty Act (46 17.8.C: 742) by prov iding that “actions can he-
ht against tlie United States or corporation owned by the
B d thes in instances where a proceeding in .ldnmalt\ (Oll](] be
ntained “if a private person or pmpexty were involved.” This

Ly

d hon ther efm e e\tondc to the ‘l’ll“ range of ddmn.llr\ CASes W ln(-h

’lquuo this pnmt lhe ben e’ 1epmt (\ I\ept 1894, 8()rl) (‘on,f_r.
‘ dj‘Sess) which accompanied FL.R. 5396, which was enacted as Public
‘Lt WB6-770 noted that. while the or urm.ll Suits in Admiralty Act pro-
ed“for an action against the United States in eases where an ad-
fura ty plocee(lnw mlwht have' been maintained if privately owned
EiSSels or cargo had been inv olved, it did not mention private persons

o3

" _ropelty generally. The: 1epm t pointed out that litigants had
Lﬁiculty in deter mining their rights to bring actions against the Tnited.
o f&’Sfbec.mse of uncertainty and obscuri ity in the lmwu‘we of the law
gifining the jurisdiction’of the courts. Ac(,md]ng]y, the Senate Com-

Mty S
8 recommended “the amendment to scctlon 2 of the Suits in

t vestates in bl lef and Slmple language the now e\nshn(r
lusive jurisdiction conferred on the dlstrlct courts, ‘both
‘their . admiralty and law sides, over cases aoalnst the
ited States which could be sued on in ‘Idlnll‘alty ‘if private
vessels, persons, or property were involved.

AW le thls amendment was made to section 2 of the Suits in' Admiralty
S barallel amendments were not made to sections 4802, 7622 and 9802
}ptle 1050 as to provide for the same authority for settlement of ad-
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miralty claims by the llll]ltdl‘y depaxtmentb within, the st(ttutory%’”
etuty limits fixed in those sections.. - =
With the amendments to the three Sections 46() 2, T 672, and 9802
“title 10 and séction 646 of title 14, u,commended by the Navy,
also be possible to settle or L‘Ollll)l'()mhe admiraltyclaims agai
United States-for:dainage caused by. property otheir than vessel A
eral éxamples will serve “to illustrafe the nature of:-these claims Darg
age to private vessels conld be caused by the i improper handling of
fendeis or camels alongside a -military pier, or by such. fenders
suinels while floating free in'a slip or harbor after breaking loos o't
their moorings: A “laim might result from damage_ attributable
Government- stluctm('s surrounded by navigable waters such a
ficial islands or structures which might-not be lighted or prope%
lighted. Damage catged by negligent. npemtmn of ,mpl(meb, hellco
tLIS, and drones on navigable Wi aters also could be included as exalpp
of property whose use could give vise to claims. Finally'the u)mmltt
has been advised that it is posql)lo that lost or sunken or dinance’s
cause damage to fishermen’s nets or vessels and-give rise, to:
which could be considered under the lan«ru e added ‘by the bill
The bill would also provide for anu-ndnwnts to the four so(tlon§ g
- mitting the settlement of admiralty claims for damage canised by man
Jtime torts ‘committed by dc[hntmont.xl agents -or mnplovvvs Forier
.nnplv Navy civil service personnel are. vmplm ed to:pilot comm
ships into and out, of some harbors, as wéll as berthing and unbé
commereial ships at Navy installations. Should the negligence o
a pilot cause damage, to the cominereial ship it coild ot De settle
derthe present provisions of seetion 7622, but with thié amendm
added by this bill such a claim could be considered and settled.
“example of damage by personnel would be damage, cdised to I
‘merctal ship by nmrh"on(o of civil service lonushmonwn. Dglm'
“conldl also be caused to private property or a person by negligenc ce
Government personnel oper: rating on or from a bflll(f!ll'e \\hlch
a vessel-such as a platform for scientific observation and researcht
orean (le .uqumtlon (‘(|mpmont Polsonnd LOll](l ‘Llso cause d

ate <l ¢ ‘rane or tmm. : )
- As amended by the bill, soctmns 48()"(‘1) (3). ((»')” a) ). a
(a)(3) of title 10, and scction 646{a) (3)-of title 14 all’ 1)1ov1dehf
settlement authority as to.damage C‘lllS(‘d by mavitime-tort atteibutables
to “property under the jur isdiction.of * # #7y military depar
“This provision is intended to provide for.the authority to settl S
claims as might be based on damage to plopeltv caused by theu T
proper packaging or marking of \Luw cargo. It would. also 66‘3&1?
case where an unseuworth\ cargo contmncr ov package pormlt ol
longshoreman to fall thiough an outer covéring and i Jnjure hin mlf -
Of course, the examples outlined above do not cover all the s
situations-which could produce. potential litigation and claims’ }ll
could he settled under the amendments added by’ the bill.. Thex
it

merely intended to provide an indication of the types of ¢laimsy
would be included in the scope of the: ;proposed provisions. They!
serve to emphasize the fact that there is serious: deficiency in the'éxiR
ing provisions of the law and therefore ﬂl(lt thmo is_practica -
for the amendments contained in this bill. ’
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ias been ‘noted, section 3 of the bill concerns parallel amend-
mehts*to section 646 of title 14 concerning thé Coast Guard as those
Posed for sections 4802, 7622 and 980‘) in title 10 concerning the
"1hta1y departments.. The amendment to. section 646 of title 14 fol--
| gs;the form of those contained in the bill with reference to, the
Bmy, Navy, and Air-Force. It also provides that-the limitation on
is:authority in section 646- of title 14 b(, raised from $25 000 to -
ore realistic sum of $100,000. . :

‘has been noted in this report in commentlnu on the 1960 amend-
S'to the-Suits in' Admiralty Act, section 9 (46 U.8.C. § 749) of the

R 42 .
Siitein Admiralty Act plondmv for arbitration,’ complonuse, or set-- :

Hient, of claims, still contains language which limits the authority

fs‘ettle admiralty claims to departments or corporations “havmrr con- ..
l»oyf'the possession or operation of any merchant vessel.” At a Theat- .
fizon the legislation in the 91st Congress, the Justice Department wit-
ESS‘ObSel ved that this llmltatmn has a similar effect as those described
i Lt:onnecblon with the sections in titles 10 and 14 relating to the mili-
‘:dep‘utments ‘and the Coast Guard in that the authority is tied to
i arising in connection' with vessels and does not-appear to ex-
iendsto, admir: alty claims for dam'loe associated with property or per-
Ag'l ‘This is the reason that it is recommended that section 9 of the
Ruits'in Admiralty Act (41 Stat. 527; 46 U.S.C. 749) be amended by .
yriking out-the words "ln\ ing contlol of the possession or opemtlon
( any merchant, vessel.”
nithe 91st Congress, in lecommendlno this amendment. to section
Suits in Admiralty Act (46.U.S. C.§ 749), the Department of -
noted that this is the section which prov1des basic authority for
strative settlement of admiralty- claims by other departments’
Government. While the section specifically authorizes the settlement
f;dmms in which suit might be brought under sections 2, 4, and 10 of
kBt act, it ¢an only be- exercised by agencies having contr ol of the pos- -
or operation of a merchant vessel. One dep‘utment restricted
Hi§ manner in the Department of Agriculture when it is barred from
1g:a claiim relating to the cargo of a vessel even though the claim
bonld‘give rise to a suit under sectlon 2 of the Suits'in Admualtx Act.
iiiathearing on February 26, 1970, the Justice Department witness
ed out that civilian de artments such as the Department of Agri-
alture ship cargo and perform services which can give rise to’ claims
giable under the Suits in Admiralty -Act. Accmdmgly, the committee
;’that the same need exists for the elimination of the restrictive

,;‘e is for the : amendments providing parallel authority in sections .
es 10 and 14 concerning the settlement of 1dm11 alty claims by the

litary departments and the Coast Guard.. '
The ‘executive communication observed tlmt priorto the 1‘)()0 amend-
bf the Suits in Admiralty. Act, a limited amount. of settleiment
: orlty existed under the tort cliims provisions of title'28. This was, -
,oved when the et was amended. since section 2680 of title 28 ex-
." y bars claims for which a remédy is provided by the Suits'in
Bdmiralty Act. The tout claims ddministrative settleinent authority .
Mlmt time was limited.to claims of -$2,500 or less and dppdlentl\

isted. only.because of the failure to include Ianguage in the Suits in

ks

gm]ty Act prov ldlll"‘ hlll ]uusdlctmn over ddmmllt\ actions. -

lage in the general settlement authority of section 9 of that act. -
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This deficiency was remedied by the 1960 amendment.:As has beef
stated, the committee views the amendments prov 1ded in this bill 2
a l()"’l(,d] parallel to the 1960 amendment.
As has been noted in the analysis of the bill, H. R 8549, also pio
vides for amendments to sections of title 10 and section 646 of title 14‘
providing for the settlement of claims for towage and salvage servc'
ices. Present law authovizes the Secrerary of a m]lltaw depdltment
and’the department in:which the Goast Guaid. is operating to settlé:
a claim against the United States, w ithin- -certain nionetary mmts, for!
compensation for tow age and salvage service rendered to a vessel’ of
his cllep‘utmunt but not hn such service to property other than a \essel\
(10 U.S.C. §§ 4802, 7622, 9802 ; 14 U.S.C. § 646). When this aettlement\
authority was en.lcted in 1944, legal 1i: nlnht\ for salvage and tow ageg
services extended oily to those services rendered to vessels. I)e\eiopq
ments during the’ inter vening vears indic ate a trend to-permit salvage:
“awards on a broader _scope. The amendment in this bill would care tor
these developments in the salvage law by authorizing the Secretary o
settl«, claimg for towage and s.ll\ age service lundmed either to a \e&sel\
* to other property undel the ]unbdutmn of his depaxtment It
m(ended that. this provision will“notchange ‘the existing prac tlce
whereby the Commander, Military Sealift Cnmmand settles and pays
salvage claims against military Government cargo bhlpped in ne(np
rmnspmt.utmn .
At the hearing in 1970, the \\1tness in belmlf of the L\u I‘orce con
mented on.the fact that the present provisions do not permit the pay:
" ment of salvage claims by the Air Force for the salvage of property of}
. that Depar tment which may be the- sub]ect of salvaﬂe One example;
* cited at the hearing was one of drone aircraft which may _come dow
iir the ocean and be found by fishermen. The committee was also advised;
that claims have been made for other pr operties that lmvc been jettié
‘soned from aireraft such as tip tanks or cargo.

The bill provides for similar ¢ amendments to-sections 480-_%. T3
0804 of title 10 concerning salvage claims asserted by the Umted bt‘lteéﬁ
for salvage services perfm med bV a military department. Here again;
the .unuulment is to provide for the settlemerit of salvage clalms f
salvage services rendered for other property.as well as vessels. This, ot,\',;
course, 1s a similar provision to that proposed as amendments to thej;
three sections concerning salvage against the United States. This! 1535
accomplished by ehmm'ttmo' a 1est11ct10n that the Secretaries wouldy
be authorized to settle claims “for any vessel”, This deletion bm'tden'
the authority of the Secmt‘u vofa mlht:u\ depar tment to settle stich
claims.

The bill _prov ides for amendments to section 4804 mcl 9804 author:®
izing ‘the Secretaries of the Army or the Air Force to delemte 157‘
author ity to settle claims of the United States for-salvage service per-
formed by his department when the amount to be received is less t
£10,000. This is accomplished by designating-the present.language f_%
the sections, as amended, as subsection ( a) and addmg a hew subsectlon
(b) ar fmtmg authority to the’ respective Secretavies to delegate this:
aunthority in this manner. The executive communication observes thiat
the Seccrctary of the Navy presently has the authority to desmnm'%“
another person to settle this tvpe.of a claim. Since the Secretar ¥ of_ he"**

Army’ and the hometfuv of the Air Force do not h‘we the sfatut: §




& ~aauthont\' to delegate this settlomult function, the amendments to the

i RS

two sections will grant this authority as defined in the amendment.
*The pmposed lurlshtmn would also delete from the atfected Army
2iind Air Force settlement provisions the present wording to the effect
Jthat the settlement authority of the Secretary conw:n(,d is under the
irection ‘of the Secretary of Defense. The Secretary of Defense has
is authority without specific provision in these sections. Elimination
f the wording, thercfore, does not lessen the authority of the Secretary
of I)v fense. J’helc is no such,wording.in the Department of the Navy
rovisions, and in practice the' Dopaltmu)tq of the Alx1my, Navy, and
“Air Force coordinate their admiralty policies,

"The executive communication pointed out that the amendment to
section 646 of.title 14, which would concern the admiralty claims settle-
‘nent authority of the Secreatry of the .department in which the Coast
ruard is oper ating from $25.000 to the more ve: alistic sum of $100,000.
1is would reduce the number of claims which must presently be certi-
'ﬁed to Congress for appropr iations in order to make settlement.

The execntive communication commented upon the cost and budget
czimplications of the amendments provided in this bill. While the addi-
ional authority for administrative scttlement will.result in increaséd
'tﬂmnun of administrative clais which will, of course,.be reflected
increased costs to the department concerned, the Navy pointed out
hiat anv such increase in settlement costs will ‘be more than offset in
\“tot.ll costs to the Government by savings in cost of litigation and pay-
sment.of judgment amonnts. As has been noted in this report, one of the
;purposes of provision. for administiative determination of admiralty.
Lclaims at an initial stage, is to provide the Government and the parties

nvolved the opportmntv to settle admiralty matters prior to litigation
“ nd thereby avoid the costs and added expenses of protr acted court
! proceednws The committee agrees that there is o clearly defined need
sfor the amendments provided in this b}f Tand recommeuds that the blH
:be cunsldcred tavm ab]‘ .

=)

~Derarr AENT OF THE ‘\ AVY,
OrrorE oF THE SECRETARY, . .
,U ashington, .G, May 11, 1971.

S}mul ¢ f)/ the [/rm\e of Bepi; esenm/ues,
Washington, D.C. :

“Diar Mr. SpEAkE;:. Jhuv is 101\\‘(11(1(11 hm(-\\lth a draft of pm-
posed lpgxslanﬂn “To amenil title 10. United States Code. to broaden
he' anthority of the Sceretaries of the military departments to'settle
cplnm admiralty claims’ ‘administratively, and for other purposes.’

This proposal is part of the De p.utm(-nr of Defense Tegislative
ogram Tor the 92d° Congress. The Office of Managemoent and
EBudwer advises thats from the \tm(lpomt of the administrarion’s
program, there is ho objection to the pn»svnrmnn of an proposal
rthee onsideration of Congress,

s l\l(l“l‘ OF ’lIH‘ TIGI\I ATION o . R

The, pm pose. of this. h*mtl ation is to pm\ ide the Secrefavy nf mch
mihruv department and the department in which the Const Guard
E1sho e ‘lrllll’ with .mthnnt\ to settle admiralty (l.ums for dun.wes

H. xeopt G206 §
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caused by personnel-or property of his department, other than’a
‘in addition to damages caused by vessels. The legislation would a]so
authorize cach - \o(n,t.uy to seftle claims for sa]m% and towage
of property, other than and in addition to vessels, under. the ]UI‘lSdl 1
non of his department.’ Further,. the legislation would enable " {hieas
Secretary of the Army and the Secrctary of the'Air Force to dele
rhvn .mrhmltv to seftle affirmative claims for salvage services persi
formed by their departments, bringing their statutory : mthorltyim
this area mto substantial (mn‘mnur\' with the authority of the Secre-
tary of the Navy. The legislation would also expand the 1dm1ralty
clatms settlement. .mtlmmtv available to other departments undem
section-9 of the Suits in Admiralty Act, chapter 95, as amended (46
749) to include. dop.urmonfs not.- having crmhol of the p0§"-
5 and operation of merchant vessels. . 3
Present law authorizes the Secretary of a military dep‘ntment an "
the (lop.nhm-nt in which the Coast Guard is operating to Settle:s
- claim against the United States. within certain monetary limits,: fp :
(]'lnmo(\ ansed by a vessel of his department (10 U,S.C. 4802, 7622
9802; 14 11.8.C. 646). He does not have authority to. settles clalms
of an admiralty nature for’ damages cansed by his departmental 'Lgents_
or employvees. or caused by property of his department, other
than vessels. For example! damage caused by naval’ lmwshoremen ¢
to a privately owned vessel or (Lumm(- causml by-an’Army crane to
pn\’nto vessel would not' come within the settlement authority of the
Secretary concerned. since the damage was not cansed by a ve l;i
Formerlv. claims of this nature could be. administratively settledbyz]
the military departments under Federal tort claims pmcedures~
T.&C. 2671 06&0) Tn 1960, an amendment (seetion 3 of'th
of Qopt(-mhor 3.1960, P.L. 86-7 70 (74 -Stat. - 912)) to section 9.9
rho Snits in \dnma]tv Act (46 Il C -P) pernnfted such" actl

W 1ﬂnn ﬂm Somor‘n\ s adnmqltv cl'umq sorﬂomont anﬂmntv clalims”
hased on maritime torts which were. formerly. but’:are no longer
‘cognizable under Federal tort claims settlement. procedure. . e

Present Taw authorizes the Seeretary of a military department a
‘the department in which the Coast. Guard is operating to settl
claim against the Tinited States, within certain monetary limits; forg
compensation for towage and salvage service rendered to'a vessel
of hm dop.urmont Imt nnt fm' ﬂmh* service © to pmne

os@ols Dev (-lopments dmmfr the mtm vening vears mdl at
to permit salvage awards on a broader scope. The proposed’ lemq}atlo‘ 2 |
\\nn](] (.no fm tl\mo d(\\'olopmvntﬁ n tho Qa] aoe h\\' b\ 'mthonzm :

de r(-(l mﬂu wtoa v os%ol or to other pmpmtv nn(lm ﬂm ]HHSdl(‘thﬂ;E
his department. Tt is inténded that, this provision will not change;
existing practice whereby the Commander: Militarvy Sealift Comes
mand, ‘settles and pays salvage claims against. nnht.n\ frm'mmn
cargo shipped in ocean transportation..
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gand receive: pa)mont of a cLum b) thc Umte(l btates fm S.LI\ age serv-.
3 1endmed by lus (kpdltmont to w wssol (10 U

:3 clalms “tm any v vessel,” (md tlms pmwdc 1‘01 the settlemonr of sa]vane
irvices rendered for other property as well as vessels. The, Secretar v
he Navy may designate another person to settle these claims. The
i Secretary of the' Army and the Secrétary of the Air Force do not have
statutory authority to delegate this settiement function. The proposed -
legislation would prov ide theny with: authm 1ty to de.lewntc this
2function. -
The ploposed ]0<rls]at10n W ould a]so dele tv from'the a ﬁv(t('d Axmv
-Air Force settlement provisions the presént wor ding to the effect ’
the scttlerhent anthority. of the Secretary. concerncd is under: the
direction of the Secretary of Défense. The Secretary of Defense’is con-
sndercd to possess this authority without specific provision in the statu-
Btes VEhmmdtlon of the wording, therefore, does not lessen the author-
ty'of the Secretary of Defense. There is no such w ording in the De-
; partmcnt -of the Navy provisions, and in practice the Dep.utments of
6 Army, Navy, and Air Force coordinafe their admiralty policies.-
The ploposod legislation would also increase the 1dmnaltv claims
gesettlement anthor 1tv of the Secr etary of the department in \\hlch the
oast Guard_is -operating from $25.000 to the more realistic sSum- of
00,000. This would reduce the mumber of claiims which must pre-
gesently be certified to Congress for appmprmtlons in order to make
tlement. . .
The present basic fmthonq for adlmmlty claims suttlements by~
r depattments is found in section 9 of the Suits in Admir alty Act
46'0.S.C. 749), which applies-only.to agencies “having control of: the
essnon or opomtlon of any ‘merchant vessel” and (lllt]lOI izes settle-
ent _only of claims “in which suit will lie under- the provisions of.
sectlons 9, 4 and 10 of the act” (46 11.S.C. 742, 744 and 750).- The pro-:
sed ]e()lsldtlon would amend section 9 of the. Suits in Admiralty Act
gxby: ‘striking ot the words “havmg control of the possession or opera-
tion ‘of any.merchant vessel” and -thus broaden this admiralty ¢ claims
: se&tlemont authority to inelude departments having claims arising
®inder the act but not having: oontlol of the possessmn OF oper ation
ierchant vessels.
:vIt As intended that the’ now adm]msh atl\ e scttloment ‘mthm ity to be
provided by the legislation  will be¢ predicated strictly on legal liab-
tliy:“The. authority will be applicable only in a case Wher ¢ ('omt, .1ct10n
conld be brought and m‘unt‘uned ' :

C(')\'T AND BU])GFT ‘DATA

¥Enactiment of the pr oposed lorrlslatmn will result in incréased settle-,
ent of admiralty claims by the military and other departments. with
c'onespomhnoly increased costs to those departments. Althongh the
' her and size of additional claims nndu the legislation- c'mnot be
; !mown in advance, any resulting increase in sctt]ement Losts will’ be
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ol
more than offset, tn total costs to the Government, by savings in costs,,
of litigation and payment of judgment amounts. rwﬁé‘

bmu,u,lv yours, ‘

. Joux H. Cuarre,
’ . Secretary of the Nucy. L

kK udmm(,' Draft bhill. sk

A BILL To amend title 10, United \t.lres (,nde, m broaden the authority of cheé
Secreturies of the mlht.xn departments to settle e n.nn admiratty .claims
administratively, and for other puropses ¢

Be i cnuctod by the Senate r/m/ House of [»epresetwrfwes
af the United Stales of Laerica in 0(;11(/1@% assembled, That.
title [H United States Code is amended as follows:

© (1) The section heading for section 4502, .md sectlon :
480"((1) are wumended to read as followsy : .

g -an Admiralty claims: t;:.nnst the United \mtes '

“(a) The Secretary of the Army may settle or compro- i
mise an admiralty claim against the United Hlates for—
CH(L) damage eansed by u vessel of, or' in the serv- “y
ice of, the Department of the A\nn} or by other
property under the jurisdiction of the Dep.u'tment
of the Army;

“(2) compensation For tow age and salmwe service, b
including contract salvage, v ender d to a vessel of
or in the service of, the Departiment of the -\rmy jhg
or to other pmpelh under the jurisdiction of the%?%”
Department of the’ Avmy; or :

“(3) damage c:msed by a m‘mhmo tort com-. &
mitted by any agent or-employee of the Departmentz
of the Army or by roperty under the 3umsd1cmon%
of the T)op.ntmont the Army.” . :

(2) Chapter 451 is amended by stmkmfr out the fol: h'
lowing item in the analysis: " = ;
44802, Dam: e by United States \essels tow: e (md’
salvage of U nited Sfates yessels.”
and inserting the fn]lmvmw item in place thm‘mf IR
4809, ‘\dmlr:ﬂtv claims against the ;United States.” oy
: (3) The.text of sertlon 4804 i is amended to read as foln
OWS: &
“( 1) The Seuehrv of the L\rm» may <otrle. or com
promise, and receive payment of a- claim by the United
States for salvage services performed by the ‘Depart:,
.ment of the Army. Amounts received under hIS sectionfiBg
shall he cov mm‘l mtn rho Treasury. '

%

.1) to .nn pu'%nn doqmn nterl bv hnn
(4)- The text of soction 7365 is amended to vead,
follows: “The Secretary of the Nuvy. or his deﬂ"nee
mav consuder, Jarelmm. adjust. determine. COMPTOINISE,
or settle and receive payment of any claim by.the U nited
Qrates for salvage services rendered by the Domltmen
of theNavy.”
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(5) Section 7622(a) is ‘amended to read as follows:

“(a) The Secretary of the Navy may settle, or com-
promise, and pay in an amount not more than $1,000, 000
an. admn alty claim against the United States for—

(1) damage caused by a vessel in the naval serv-
ice or by other property. under the ]urlschctlon of the
Depzu tment of the Navy

“(2) compensation 101 towage and salvage serv-
100 inclnding contract salvage, “rendered to n vessel

“in the naval service ot to. othel property under the
]uuschctlon of the Department of the Navy;or
“(3) damage caused by a maritime tort committed
by any agent or employee of the Department of the-
Navy or bs property under the jurisdiction of the
Department of the Navy.”

(6) The section heading for section 9802, .md S(‘Lth]l

9802(a) are amended to read as follows:

“$9802. Admiralty claims against the United Stdth :
’ “(‘L) The Secretary of thc Air Force may set;tle or
%Olnpl omise an admlra]ty claim against the United States.
or—
“ 1) damacre caused by a vessel of, or in the serv-
ice of, the- Dop‘utment of the Air Force or by -other
- property under the ]urlsdlctlon of the Depmtment
~ of the Air Force ;-
- 4(2) compensation for towaﬁe and S‘llvarre serv-
ice, including contract salvage, 1endeled to a'vessel
of, or in the service of, the Department of the Air:
Force or to other pr: opertv under the ]mlsdl(-tmn of
the Department of the Air Force;or .
- %(3) damage caused by a mar itime tort committed
Dby any Jgent or employee of the Department ot the’
“Air Force or by property under the ]mlsdlctlon ot
the Depaltment of the Alr Force.’ .
(7).Chapter 951 is amended by striking out thc fo]lo“ -
ing item in the analysis: :
%9802. Damage by United States vessels tox\ age and
salvage of United States vessels.” S
and inser ting the following item in pl‘lco thereof :
“9802. Admna]ty claims against. the United: St‘ltos
: (8). Thc text of sectlon 9804 is amended to read as h)]-
ows:
' ‘(a) 'lhe Secretary. of the Air I‘oxcu may settle, or
compromise, and receive payment of a claim by ‘the
United States for salvage services performed by the De-.
partiment. of the Air Force. Amounts received undm this
section shall be covered into the Treasury.
"~ “(b) In 1 any case where. the amount to be receiv od b\
the United States is nnot more than $10,000, the Secrctary
of the Air Force may delegate his author lt\ undel sub-.
sectlon ('1) toany person deswmtcd by him.”
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Seci 2. (a) The Section: heading for section 646, and
seetioh 646, title 14, Dmted States Code‘ are revxsed to
-read as follows: :

“$ 646, Admiralty danns (wamst the [ mted States

“(a) The Secretary mavconsxder ascertain, adjust, de
termine, compromise, or settle, and pay in an amount ho
more than '$100.000, an .ldmualtv clalm against_the
United States for— ,

CN() damage cansed h\' a \cswl in the Coas
Guard service or by other property-under the juris
diction of the Department m \\'hlch the Coast Guard
is npentm;:.

7 (2) compensation for tow \"v 'md %.11\ nge -sery
“ices, including conitract s: 1|\"1tre , retidered to a vesse
in the (f),lsr Guard service or to other propertyX
underthe jurisdiction of the Doputm(mt in which’
rlw Coast Guard is'operating: or
“(3) d.un.\% cansed l)\ A maritine tmt ('Ommltted
by an agent oremp Movee of the Départment inw Iuchg
the Cowst Guard.is npm.nm-r or by property nnde
the, jurisdiction of that l)vpnnm-nt o

) Upon acceptance of pivment by the (lanmnt the
sottlenient or compromise. of a -claim un(lor this sectionig
i final. and conclusive. not\nth%mndlnu any other law

“e¢) Tt a elaim under this seetion is settled or campr
mised foir more than $180, (HN) rlu- Secvetary ghall (Ll'tlf\
it to Conuress.”

(b)y Chaprer 17 of tithe H Ln'tvl States Code i
anenced by ostriking onr the following item -in thi
anmalvsiz: o

656, Claims for d: image oceasioned h\' vessels:™
and inserting the following item in place theré of:

tH46, Admir alty claims against the United thtes.

Skcy 30 Section 8 of the Act of Maveh 9. 1920, ('}npre
9. as amended (41 Stat. 527, as aniended : 46 S
is amendod Ly striking ont the. \\mds"'h iving control
of rhv poswsamn or 0;)( ration of ~m\ mm(h.mt \msel»

Enta s

CHANGES 1N T‘.\L"Il\(‘ L\w'

In compliance with pam«rmpl “of clause 3 of rule XTIT of
Rules of the House of Pvpreqenr.m\es. changes in existing law»ma :
by the bill as shown as follows (existing. Taww proposed to ' be u (e
15 enclosed in black brackets, new- m.\tter is printed in italic, e3
daw in \\'lm h no ("mn‘ro is propnsed is shown in mm.m)

: L-.\’rrr.p .a'r.\'n:s CobE, TrrLe 10_—Amnm Fop\cas
,Chapter 451.—MILITARY CLAIMS
Nee,
4801, Definition,

AN02. | Pamage by United States vessels: towage and salvage of Umtedvgsa
ve~sel~ 1 Admiralty claims agamst the Umted Sta!ea. S



dmiralty claims by United States,

‘Salvage claims by United States.

Reports to Congress.

‘Settlement or Lompmmlse final dnd conclusive,

P

-4802 [Damage by Umted States vessels towage and salvage of
. United States vessels.] Adrruralty claims against the_
- Unlted States.

ngh st the Ilmted Smtes f01—'

(1). damage caused by a vessel of, or in the service of, the I)e- :
p(utmonr of the Army or by other property un(le/ fl;e Jurisdiction
of the Department of the Army : [; or] _ .
(2) ~compensation for towage and salvage SPI\'I(‘L, ‘including
contract - sal\a«re, |endexed to a \Lssel of, or in the service of

ju; /.\dzm‘zon of the /)e/m;fmm:f r;r the . A nu/ or :
£ F(3) damage consed by o maritime tort committed by any agent
*d*or employee of the Department of the Aimy or by property umlm -
HLP Jurisdiction of the Department. of the Army.

B(H). 1f u claim under subsection (a) is.settled or (()llll)l omised for
900,000 or less. the Secretary of the Army may pay it. If it is settled
onnnonnsed for more than $500,000, he shall certify it to Congress.

¢). In any case where the amount to be paid is not more than
000 the \(‘uet(n\ ()f r].e \lm\ nm\ dv legate lns authouh undel

[Dnder the divection of the Secretary of Ddcnse, the] l’lze,_
o ary of the Army may settle. or compromise, and receive payment -
C axm by the U mted State~ tm salv 1ge services ])El tmmed by the,

ih ssectlon shall be-covered into the Tr asmy -

BUO) In-any case where the amount to be rermve(l by the United
Stqt"' is'not more than $10.000; the Secretury of the Adrmy may dele-
] 'xhzs aufhomfv/ un(ler <u7)sect20n (a) to any per&on desegnm‘e(l b J

*_' . * ' * * L .‘ o
Chapter 637.—SALVAGE I‘I\CILITIES

7365, Settlemént of claims. : L
ilhe Sunehuy of the Navy, or his designee, may consider, asceltam,'
itjus , determine, compromise, or settle and receive payment of any
im*by the United States for salv age services 1endered by the De-

N
J}nenr of the [Navy to-any vessel].

.. . 'y “ . * . VA ‘ *'
Chapter 653.—CLAIMS

* * . * ) * *
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$7622. Admiralty claims against the Umted States.

(2) The Secretary of the Navy may settle, or compromise, and i
in an amount not more than $1 000,000, [a] an admiralty clalm ‘1ga
the United States for—

(1) damage cansed by a v essel in the naval se1v1ce or by oth
t'opei by wnder the jums(hctwn of the Depa,rtment of the Na
or
(2) compensation for tow: age and \,&] \uwe ‘service, 1ncludmg
contract salvage, rendered to a vessel in the naval service L)
r“(; other property under the yurmlzctmn of the Department of thes
Nav
(sy)’ damage oaused by.-i maritime tort committed by any ageﬂt
or employee of the Department of the Nawy or by property under
- the jurisdiction of the Department of the Navy.
(b) If a claim under this section is settled or compromlsed tor m
than $1,000,000, the Secretary shall cer tify it to Congress.
(c) In any case where the amount to be pald 1s not more thun
+ $10,000, the Secretary may delegate hlS ‘luthouty under tlus sectio
any erson designated by him.
I; Under acceptance of payment by the clalmant the settlem -
or compl omise of a claim under this section is ﬁnal and conclusive’ not
W )thst‘mdmg any other pr ov1s10n of hw : R |

%E

* ' x - *. . A - Bl : 4 *

Chapter -951.—MILITAR-Y- CLAIMS s
See, 1 . . .
801, . lloﬁnmnn : ’ ' P
9802, [Dmmage by United States \esseh hm ige. and snl\ \"e of: L'mted Qtntu
vessels. ] Admiralty claims against the l'mtul M(lte :
9803, Admiralty claims by United States. .
CONOL Salvage claims by United States. ' .o
O808. Settlement or compromise :tinal mdumdnsue

$9802. [Damage by United States vessels; tov-vage and salvage

~ United States vessels.]: Admlralty clalms ayams -the

United States. -

(1) [Under the direction of the Secr etary of Defense the]

Qe(,lelan of the Air Force may settle or (-ompl omlse [‘1] an admind
claim 1g.umt the United States for— .

(1) damage cansed by a vessel of, or in the service of th‘
partment, of the Air Force L;] or. by other property mzdé the
Jurisdiction of the Department of the Air-Force;

(2) compensation. for towage and salvige serv ice. 1nc1udmg R

. contract salvage, rendered to a vessel of, or in the service o ’
Department-of the Air Force [.] or o other property under }w
jurisdiction of the Department of the Air Force, or Nout
. (3) damage caused by a maritime tort committed by (my agenz
or employee of the Department of the Asr Force or by pr
wnder the jurisdiction of the Department of the Air Force

.(b) If a claim under subsection (a) is settled or compromised

%00 000 or less, the Secretary of the Air Force may pay it. If it iseet:
tled ‘or compromised - for more than $500,000, he shall certlfyflt’
Congress.

( c) In any case where the. amount to. be paid is ‘not mon

$10,000, the Secretary of the Air Force may delegate his auth




ndel the direction of the Secretary of Defense, the] (a) The
- ret.u y of the Air Force may settle, or compromise, and receive pay-
ment of a claim by the United States for salvage services performed
v’tlm Department of the Air Force [for any vessel]. Amounts re-
"ved under this section shall be covered into the Treasury.

b} In any case where the wmount to be received by the United
tes is not more than $10,000, the Secretary of the Air Force may
delegate. his authority wnder ,swbsectww (a) to any person designated

Gy Seares Lum Trernk 14, Cﬂ\%’:‘:GQ\l:u
~.Cha pter 17 —‘\D\H\TQ I'RATION

x. x : 2 * o

Cl‘ums for d.lm.u,es OLL.l&l()ﬂl(l by \L»Lls] A 4lnmalt1/ clanus agums( thc

(RN
.

I #
§~64 [Claims. for damages_oc¢casioned by vessels.] Admzralty
: claims against the United States, - -

£[(n) The Secretary of.the Tu-(mn\ may consider, ascertain, ad]mt
termine, compromnise, or settle clums. for:damages caused hy vessels
; m‘éthb Coast. Guard service, and me*(,mnp(\nb wtion -for- tow d“’(’ and
vwrv services, including contract'salvage, rendered to such wssels
andﬂpd\ the amount of any claim so determined, compromised,. or
fsitled, and upon auvpt(mcc of such payment by the clfumant. and
mm then. such determination, settlenient, or compromisc of such
im- “shall be final and conclusive: for all purposes, any law to the
,trm Yy notw ithstanding. This section; as respects the detérmination,
eompr01nl~e. settlement, and payment. of ¢laims, shall be supplementary
o ind not in lien of, all other provisions of faw authorizing consid- -
) on. adjustment, determination, settlement, -and  pay ‘ment of
daims. No claim in excess of $3,000, which accrued prior to September
%1939, shall be considered hereunder. “All payments of claims: made
 this section shall be paid out of Coast Guard appropriations.
THe payment of any claim on which a net amount exceeding $25,000°
BD9ctermined to be due from the United States, or which is compro-.

d- or settlcd at a net amount exceeding- $25,000 pajable by the .

Bnited States, is not authorized by this scctlon. tmd all claims deter-
mined, compromised, or settled hereunder at a net amount exceeding
{85000 payable by the United States shall be certified by the’ Secre-
of the Treasury to the Congress.} .-
a) The Secretary may comzder ascertain, adyust detewnme, com-
romise, or setﬂe, a/nd pay m an amozmt not more_than §100,000, an,

%

5
*
+
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admivalty elaim agiinst the United States for—
(1) dumage cansed:by o vessel in the Coast Guard service or b‘&%
other property under the jurisdiction of the D(’partment n 'whw;{
~the Coust Guard.is ope abing: ;
(2) (om/wnwfzon for fouw(/w and Wl]/(((/() services, mnlmlz ‘
contract salvage. vendered to a ivesscl in the Coast Guard 8610353
or to- other propeity wnder the jivisdiction of the Dopmfmmntm
wehich the.Coast Guard is ope ating;or. St
() damage caused Dy« maritime tor (omm:ffc(i by any agen
or cmnployee of the Department inichich the Coast Guard is opérs
ating or by property under the jurisdiction of. that. Department
h) I/pon aceeptance of /)/l?/))l(’)?f by the claimant, the setﬂemewté}
compromise of « claim under this section is ﬁn(l] and oonohz&zze nots
withstanding iy other lum, %
e) If a claim wnder this seetion is seitled oy (‘ompromzsc(l fm more i
than 8 l/)() 0N, the S('r, elay l/ .s'/ml/ rm t/ﬂ/ it to ﬂongress ’

N . B Sk . PR * -*‘-:”_

\< T oor Marcn ‘) lq‘)O Ciaprer 95, hl(’rm\' ‘), 4IST\T5§%
: : (4(’ U. S(‘ T49) :

“Ske. 9. That the See whn) of any d«'p,uhnvnt of thé Gov elnmen
‘of the Umt(‘(l States, or the United States Shipping Board, or the“%
board of trustees of snch corporation [having control of the possessmn
or operation-of any meérchant vessel} ave, and cach hereby 1s, author
ized to avrbitrate; complqmlse, or settle any claim in which:suit will ]ﬁ:’g
unider the provisions otasect;lons 2 4,7, and 10 of this Act.

C



